Newsletter

4th May 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to our first newsletter of the summer term. It is hard to believe we are already in the summer term of this
academic year and that in four weeks we will be at half term already. It has been an eventful year and Beacon View is
continuing to go from strength to strength. Our online offer for learning during lockdown was praised by children,
parents and advisors alike and the children who regularly attended live lessons over lockdown have benefitted from
accessing their lessons and continuing to make progress in their learning. Of course it is not quite the same as being at
school for this period, the children do have some gaps and we are working hard within school to plug these and help
the children catch up as quickly as possible. We have different intervention sessions running in each year group and
everyone is working hard. Please help us to make sure your child benefits from these by ensuring they are in school
each and every day on time. This is vitally important to give all of the children the best chance possible to make up for
the disruption they have suffered over the last year.
If you have any questions about your child’s learning, please contact your child’s class teacher for advice and support.
Best wishes,
Mrs Mitchell
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Thursday 6 May
Wednesday 19th May
Thursday 27th May
Friday 28th May
Monday 31st May- Friday 4th June
Monday 7th June
Thursday 17th June
Week Beginning Monday 21st June
Monday 28th June
Tuesday 29th June
Wednesday 30th June
Thursday 1st July
Tuesday 13th July
Wednesday 21st July
Thursday 22nd July
Friday 23rd July
Monday 26th July

Important Dates for the Summer Term
Class Photo Day
New BV principal, Mrs Hodgson, visiting
Last day of Summer 1 Term
INSET DAY (NO CHILDREN IN SCHOOL)
HALF TERM (SCHOOL CLOSED)
Children return to school
Three week window for multiplication check (Year 4 pupils) opens
New BV principal, Mrs Hodgson, visiting
New Year R Parents’ Evening (TBC)
Hampshire Schools Games Week
Reports to parents
Parents’ Evening
Parents’ Evening
New BV principal, Mrs Hodgson, starts
Year 6 Graduation – TBC
Last day of Summer 2 Term
INSET DAY (NO CHILDREN IN SCHOOL)
INSET DAY (NO CHILDREN IN SCHOOL)
Start of the Summer Holidays

Meeting our new Principal
As you know, Mrs Sally Hodgson will be joining the Beacon View team on July 1st as the new principal. Mrs Hodgson
is very excited to join the team and get to know our children and their families; she has already spent one day with
us back in April and has two more days booked in with us before she starts. On these days, Mrs Hodgson will be on
the gate at the beginning and end of the day in case you have any questions for her.

Puzzle Project
The school is taking part in the Portsmouth
City Council project to create a piece of
puzzle art work to join a large puzzle
sculpture of Portsmouth. We have the 9th
puzzle piece, which is a large puzzle piece
representing the whole area of Paulsgrove.
Year 6 will work to create this puzzle piece,
as it fits into their geography unit on land
use of the local area. The final puzzle
project will be on display in the Cathedral
in Old Portsmouth during Portsmouth Fest
in July so that the work of our children can
be seen and celebrated by all of the
visitors.

Online Parent Information Sessions

In our last newsletter we asked if you would be interested in
attending an online meeting with us to give you the opportunity to
ask questions and get more information about different topics
within the school, such as the curriculum, assessment and
behaviour. Many parents responded to this and said they would
like to attend and, therefore, two parent sessions have been
arranged. Both will be on Monday 17th May: one at 9:30am and
the other at 5pm.
The invite links to these meetings will be sent out nearer the time.
Until then, if you have any questions or we can help you in anyway,
please contact the school using one of the methods at the bottom
of this newsletter.

The Children’s Safety
Please read the following information carefully to help us keep all children as safe as possible.
Cars on Allaway Avenue

Some parents have taken to stopping their cars illegally by the top gate along Allaway Avenue. We understand
that this is a convenient location but we must ask all parents to avoid dropping off their children in this area. The
visibility by the school gate and staff car park is poor and our lollipop man has reported several ‘near misses’
because of cars making poor decisions about where to stop and consequently putting others at risk. As a result,
the lollipop man’s crossing will now move back to where it originally was to encourage the children and families
to cross in a safer area.
However, now that our lollipop man is not there, it does make it even more important that cars DO NOT stop
here to drop children off – if a grown man in a fluorescent yellow coat with a large stick has almost been hit, any
children who continue to cross here could be at risk. Please DO NOT use this area from dropping of your children.
Sun Protection

I know that this weekend has not been as warm and sunny as many people would have liked but it is important
for us to remember that it is the summer term and that does mean that there will be days when it will get very
sunny and hot, and these days will get more frequent as the term goes on. Beacon View has a lovely large school
site but it is exposed to the elements meaning that there is very little shade and shelter that can be found at the
moment. We are looking at options to solve this problem but, for now, we need your help to make sure the
children are safe at break and lunchtimes and for their outdoor lessons. Please help us by:





Making sure your child has their water bottle in school every day.
Putting sun cream on your child before they come to school
Sending in a labelled bottle of sun cream if the forecast is for hot weather or your child is particularly
sensitive to the sun.
Providing your child with a sun hat and sun glasses to protect their face and eyes.

School is a No Mobile Phone Site

Mobile phones are very convenient but we do ask that no mobile phones are used on school site. This is to ensure
that all children are safe. Signs are up around school, please respect this and wait to use your mobile phone until
you have left school site.

The Children’s Safety
Helping you keep your Child Safe Online
The children are spending more and more time online and the number of issues we are seeing in school caused by
problems the children are having outside of school whilst online is increasing. Please make sure that, as their
parent, you are fully aware of what your children are up to online and who they are speaking to. There has been
an increase in the amount of potential grooming cases involving children online and we all have a responsibility to
educate the children and protect them from this.
In school, we teach e-safety through both our Computing and Personal, Social, Health and Emotional (PSHE)
curriculums, however we are not with the children at home and so parents need to be aware of the risks as well.
On our website, there is some very helpful information for parents on the different social media sites and how to
support your child to stay safe. Please use this for support, if needed. If you are concerned about your child’s use
of the internet, please do come and speak to us and we will help you if we can.
The e-safety information on our website can be found at: https://www.beaconviewprimary.co.uk/parentspages/e-safety
Covid-19 Reminder

Rates of Covid-19 are falling across the City and across the country. However, Covid-19 is still very much with us and
the two positive cases within Year R last week are a reminder that we all need to be following the guidelines to keep
everyone safe. Here is a reminder of the expectations. Thank you to all of our parents who follow these every day!







Wear a face mask unless you are exempt.
Turn up at the right time - doors won’t open before this time and will close 5 minutes after children’s dropoff time so that classes can get on with their learning.
Use the floor markings to ensure you keep a distance from everyone else
Be as quick as you can – remember our saying: ‘Hug and Go!’
Stick to the one way system
When collecting older children, do not wait for them on the school site, leave the school site and spread
out.

Get in touch
Please remember to visit our website, Twitter, Instagram or Facebook pages for more information about the school.

Please make sure you find the right Beacon View Primary Facebook page by searching for the new beacon view or going to
https://www.facebook.com/thenewbeaconview/
If you have any other suggestions of what we could do to improve things around the school or you need help, please contact the
school on school@beaconviewprimary.co.uk

