Newsletter

11th September 2020

Hello and welcome to the new academic year at Beacon View!
We have absolutely loved having all of the children back in school this week, they have been happy and excited.
They have seemed to enjoy taking part in normal lessons. Our priority, along with safety, has been to help settle
the children back into school and work on getting the routines right. Now the children have settled in, our focus is
going to turn very quickly to working out what the children know, what they have forgotten and what they need to
know. This will allow us to focus our planning on helping all of the children to very quickly catch up and make the
progress they need in their learning. This is going to be a full time and difficult job but we have a committed and
hard-working staff who will help the children all they can.
With all of the children back in school, life is beginning to feel normal again after the lockdown period. However,
it is important that we remember that life is sadly not yet back to what it was before lockdown. In fact cases of
Covid-19 are again on the rise and the Government has introduced more measures to try and tackle this, including
banning groups of over 6 people meeting both indoors and outdoors. Whilst this does not affect schools, and we
are confident that our risk assessment will minimise the risk of any spreading of the virus within the school, the
most troublesome times are the beginning and end of the day and we need your help to make this better. Below
is an update on the rules for parents, please read this carefully and ensure you follow the rules.
The beginning of the year has been so positive and we want this to continue but we MUST put safety first and so if
we need to speak to parents who choose to ignore the rules, we will. Please help us to make the school as safe as
possible for everyone by following the rules. Yes they are annoying and not convenient but we have over 400 adults
on school site at the end of the day, so it is never going to be easy!
And finally, we will continue to send the majority of our correspondence through emails, social media and the
school website this year. Please make sure the office has your up-to-date details if you have not been receiving
communication from the school in this way. This newsletter and other important letters, will be sent out on paper
as well but will be printed by an adult wearing gloves. The only people to touch the newsletter will be your child
and their teacher. Once you have read the newsletter, please wash your hands.
We are looking forward to continuing to work with you this year and know that Beacon View is going to continue
to go from strength to strength.
For those of you who are new to the school or have never met us before, here we are so you know who to look out
for at the beginning or end of the day if you have a problem.

Very best wishes,
Mr Hartley, Mrs Mitchell and all at Beacon View

Coronavirus Advice

Rules for Parents:
* Do not send your child to school if they have a cough, temperature or lose their sense of taste or smell. Instead let
us know about their symptoms over the phone and get them tested. Even if your child’s symptoms only last a few
days, they must either be tested or stay off for the entire quarantine period of 14 days.
* From Monday, the main entrance on Allaway Avenue will be the only entrance – this is because getting out of
school seems to be the biggest issue. Both Cheltenham Road and Marsden Road gates will be exits. When on school
site, please use the exit closest to you.
* On rare occasions, we will have to give some parents permission to go against the flow because of health reasons
e.g. they are very heavily pregnant or disabled. This will only be for a minority of parents. Please be supportive of
this and grateful that you are in good health and can walk the other way!
* You MUST arrive at the right time to collect your children at the end of the day – parents arriving earlier at the
wrong time, is causing crowds and increasing the risk.
* Because of changes to government guidelines coming into force this weekend (because of the rise in cases) we
would suggest that parents now wear masks when dropping off and collecting their children. We will not try and
enforce this, instead we urge you to do this to look after yourself and the children.

* According to the new government campaign ‘Hands. Face. Space.’ the three most important things you can do to
help us are: 1) wash your hands before coming to school and again when you get home. 2) Wear a mask. 3) Leave a
space between you and everyone around you – 2 metres is the ideal and our floor markings will help you with this.
* Please stay calm and be patient. Almost all of our parents have been wonderful and supportive. If you have any
ideas on how we can make things better, let us know rather than moan, this doesn’t help anyone.
Thank you for your support with this – only together can we can keep everyone safe!

Other Health and Safety
Several children in school have some quite severe allergies. Now that children
are eating in their classrooms, it is more important than ever that everybody
takes responsibility for what is in their children’s lunchboxes. Please make sure
no nuts or items containing nuts are bought into school. This is very important.
Please also remind your child that there can be no sharing of any food from
lunchboxes. Thank you

The School’s Building Works
The work on the school site is continuing, although at a much slower rate than
previously planned because of lockdown. The new entrance into school is
now almost completed and we hope you agree it is much better and opens
the site up.
The contractors are now focusing on finishing off the new field and path that
will finally link the school back up with our playgrounds. We cannot wait for
this to happen and once the path has opened, we will review the
arrangements for picking up the children at the end of the day, to see if we
can simplify this process.

School Bike Racks

Online Safety

A new school bike rack is in the process of being fitted.
Until then, the children will continue to use the other bike
racks around site. As it is the beginning of the year, we
thought it wise to remind everyone of the rules for
bringing bikes and scooters to school.
Again, as it is the beginning of the year, we thought
we would take this opportunity to remind parents
about the importance of their children staying safe
on line.
We have been warned that there are some quite
graphic and disturbing video clips circulating at the
moment on TikTok. If the children see these, they
could be quite significantly traumatised. The
minimum age requirement for TikTok is 13 and so
none of our children should be on there. If however,
you have allowed your child to have a TikTok account
or have access to your own TikTok account, we urge
you to reconsider this and keep a very close eye on
your children online.
If you would like any more information on how to
keep your children safe online, please visit Safer
Internet, the UK advice hub for parents and carers.
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advicecentre/parents-and-carers

Homework update
Homework this term will be mainly online. This is to avoid lots of paper going backwards and forwards between
home and school. Each year group will have its own homework Sway, just like the ones provided during lockdown,
and these will detail the expectations which are mainly reading and timetables practice with other ideas and
suggestions should you want any more. The children will be bringing reading books home with them. These will be
quarantined on return before being put back into the library and lent to anyone else.

Breakfast and Afterschool Clubs
Breakfast and afterschool club will be starting again next week. New systems and rules have been put into place,
including the children remaining in their year group bubbles to keep everyone safe. To attend, you will need to
sign your child up by either phoning the office or emailing us on school@beaconviewprimary.co.uk
You will then be emailed the paperwork to sign, which will include further details and a behaviour agreement.
Once this has been received, your child can then start. The costs are staying at the moment and they are:
Breakfast Club:

£2.50 a day (from 8am)

Afterschool Club:

£2.50 for the early session (until 4pm)
£5.00 for whole session (until 5pm)

Cash Coming into School
We would rather not have cash brought into school. However if you
need to send money into school, until the office reopens, please follow
the process below.
1) Wash your hands.
2) Put the money in an envelope.
3) On the envelope write your child’s name, the reason for the
money e.g. after school club and the amount of money included.
4) Sign the envelope.
5) Seal the envelope.
6) Ask a member of staff where to put the envelope – there will be
a post box arriving shortly to make this easier!

Summer Reading Challenge

If your child took part in the summer
reading challenge, don’t forget to
finish this off with them and let the
school know before Wednesday 23rd
September so they can get their
certificate!

Stars of the Week
Stars of the Week will continue to be chosen each week and will be announced every Friday. The children will bring
home their certificates to share with you and these will be read out in whole school assemblies that will take place
over Teams (online), for safety. Unfortunately, we cannot invite parents to come to these assemblies, as we used
to, until Covid-19 restrictions are fully lifted.
Children are awarded Star of the Week for demonstrating the school’s values of responsibility, resilience and
respect. This can be in their learning or behaviour. The children are also rewarded in other ways such as stickers
and phone calls or postcards home.

Get in touch
Please remember to visit our website, Twitter, Instagram or Facebook pages for more information about the
school.

Please make sure you find the right Beacon View Primary Facebook page by searching for the new beacon view or
going to https://www.facebook.com/thenewbeaconview/
If you have any other suggestions of what we could do to improve things around the school or you need help, please
contact the school on school@beaconviewprimary.co.uk

