Issue 7: Friday 24th September 2021

Beacon View Primary News
Dear Parents/Carers
This week has seen the year 3 children enjoy their first swimming lessons. They returned to school enthusiastic and excited to
share stories of their first lesson together, putting their faces in the water to blow bubbles, floating like a star on their backs
and practicing their doggy-paddle. They are already looking forward to next week.
A couple of parents have shared with me their concerns about COVID and the rising infection rates. We currently have a couple of cases within our year 6 community and, as you would expect, have been taking the advice of Public Health England
about any additional steps we need to take. Thus, Year 6 will be returning to lunches in their classrooms from today. As you
will know, they already have their own playground for break times and after lunch. PHE have advised us that parents should
continue with the routine twice weekly asymptomatic lateral flow device testing of those aged 11 and above in your household.
We are asking all parents to please continue to be vigilant for any symptoms which are most commonly:

New continuous cough and/or

High temperature and/or

a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell
If your child develops COVID19 Symptoms please let us know, keep your child at home and get them tested as soon as possible by booking a test on-line or by calling 119.
Year 2 have been busy this week with lots of different activities. In English they have made some ‘disgusting’ sandwiches and
then practiced using commas in a list to enable them to write a sentence about it. Geography lessons have involved the children drawing maps, learning compass points, and planning their own routes around the classroom.

Meanwhile In Science, they have been learning about what seeds need in order to germinate. They set up an experiment
where different seeds were placed in different conditions and then observed what happened. The seeds in the cold, dark
place didn’t grow at all, the seeds in a dark place at room temperature were white and yellow but grew, but the ones on the
window sill germinated perfectly!

Reviewing our risk assessment for COVID
As part of our ongoing protective work around COVID we have reviewed our risk assessment. As cases amongst children remain high,
we have decided to continue to keep all the plans we currently have in place within the school building, including phase bubbles, staff
wearing masks in communal spaces and ensuring that all the four key government messages are being adhered to. 1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. 4. Follow public health advice
on testing, self isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19.
We have however decided to remove the need for parents to use the one-way system outside the school at drop off and pick but would
ask everyone to be mindful of others as you move around. We will keep this under review but may have to re-introduce it at some
point if cases rise locally.

Attendance Statistics
We aim for all children to be in school every day. Each week a certificate for the best class
attendance will be given out. Last week the class with the highest attendance was
Talent with 100% attendance. What an achievement! Well done Talent!

Updates
and reminders
PATHs
at Swindon
Academy
Uniform reminder for after half term.
Thank you to everyone for all the work you have already done to ensure that our children are looking so smart for school
every day. Please can I take this opportunity to remind everyone that from October half term no one should be wearing
hoodies. Fleeces with the school logos are allowed. In the next week or two we are expecting to receive the new Iron-on
badges and will be hosting some morning and afternoon sessions to get these put onto your dark blue jumpers and cardigans ready fro after half term. As soon as we have these sessions booked we will let you know.
Online/e-safety
1 in 5 internet users in the UK are children according to a report by the NSPCC. Therefore it is essential that we work together to support our young people and keep them safe. These can be difficult conversations to have at home with your
children and therefore the NSPCC has put together a number of resources that can be used at home with your children to
help them understand how they can keep themselves safe. These can be found here; https://
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ We have also put some information about
Rocket League up on our Facebook page with some advice for Parents and Carers.
Lunch Menus
We are so pleased to see the children back
in the school hall enjoying their school
lunches. The menu is now correct, so next
week, beginning Monday 4th October will
be Week 3 again. As you may have seen in the news, transportation of food
has been affected by many factors , therefore there may be days when the
school lunch isn’t quite what was originally stated on the menu. For example, we may be serving different vegetables to the ones that were expected.
Our catering team are doing everything they can to ensure that our children
get nutritious meals every day with a good variety of ingredients.
Next week we will have a change to the menu on Thursday for census day, as
a special treat children can choose from either Pasta Bolognaise, Margherita
pizza or a Bean Jacket followed by Ice cream. On this day we encourage as
many children as possible to try school lunches.
Money advice from PCC
We are aware that as we move into October some families
may be affected by the reduction in Universal Credit Payments, the end of the Furlough Scheme and potential increases in the cost of gas and electricity. Portsmouth City Council have asked us to
highlight some advice that they have put together on how to:

Check what financial support you're entitled to

Get advice to help you get out of debt

Find out how you can keep costs down
This also includes where to get help if needed. All the advice can be found on
the councils money advice page www.portsmouth.gov.uk/money

Future Dates
Just want to help ensure you are ready
for upcoming events.
Friday 22nd October
Last day of Autumn Term 1
Monday 1st November
INSET day for staff only
Tuesday 2nd November
Children return for Autumn Term 2
Monday 22nd November
School Photographs
Tuesday 30th November
Flu Nasal Spray Immunisation
Non—uniform Days
We know that the children love doing charity
non-uniform days, this year we will doing the
following charity non uniform days. We will
let you know in advance what we will be
asking the children to wear!
Friday 12th November
Children in Need
Thursday 16th December (Last day of Term)
Christmas Jumper day
There will be another three dates in 2022, we
will update you on these in the New Year.
All term dates are on our school website which
can be accessed here.

Follow us on Twitter @BVPAcademy or
Facebook @thenewbeaconview
https://www.beaconviewprimary.co.uk/

Reminder: To report an absence call 02392375302 option 1

