Newsletter

5th October 2020

Hello and welcome to the second newsletter of the year from Beacon View!
It has been possibly the busiest and strangest start to a school year ever but there have been lots of successes as
well.
The children have settled back into school routines very well and are coping with the new hygiene rules. The
teachers have managed to assess all of the children, identify their gaps in learning and start making plans for how
they are going to help the children plug these and catch up. The support staff have been working hard to help some
of our more anxious children and parents feel comfortable and the leadership team have been reviewing the new
guidance as it comes out, updating the risk assessment and planning how we are going to teach the children who
have to isolate over the next few weeks and months. There is more on this later in the newsletter so that you are
fully aware of the school’s plans for teaching any children at home – what is known as Continuity of Learning.
There is a lot in the newsletter again, so please do read it carefully and let us know if you have any questions. We
are working hard to make the new Beacon View the best it can be so if you have any suggestions on what else we
can do, as always, please do let us know. Details of how to get in touch are at the very end of the newsletter.
Very best wishes,
Mr Hartley, Mrs Mitchell and all at Beacon View

Meet our Governors
As well as the staff working in school every day, Beacon View has another dedicated team of leaders who work
behind the scenes to support the school and make sure it runs as it should do. The work they do includes half
termly meetings, reviewing school policies, ensuring the school leaders do their jobs correctly and making sure
that the school budget meets the needs of the children.
Our governing body:

Mr Liam Davies – Chair of Governors
Mr Ian Fielder – Vice Chair
Ms Marianne Harris-Bridge
Mrs Tracy Nye
Our school governors give up their own time and work hard to ensure that BV is as good as it can be and we are
very grateful to them. If you see them around, don’t forget to say hello!

Coronavirus Advice Update

We are always reviewing our risk assessment and adding to it so that it is up to date with the latest government
guidance. We are now on version 8. A copy of this can be found on the website at
https://www.beaconviewprimary.co.uk/ if you would like to read the latest version.
We are also always reviewing how things are working for the children’s education and for you. Now that we are
into a routine and everyone knows where they are going, we would like to try and get the children into school for a
little bit longer so that they have more time to learn. Therefore we are changing some of the start and finish times
just slightly to make some children’s days around 20 minutes longer – because every minute counts!
Here are the new start and finish times for each year group. These timings will start from tomorrow (Tuesday 6th
October):
Start
Finish
Was Now
Was Now
Year R

09:05 8:50

15:05 15:10

Year 1

09:05 8:50

15:05 15:10

Year 2

08:45 8:40

15:15 15:15

Year 3

08:55 8:45

14:55 15:05

Year 4

09:05 8:50

15:05 15:10

Year 5

08:55 8:45

14:55 15:05

Year 6

08:45 8:40

15:15 15:15

As we are bringing everyone in over a shorter period, it will mean that it is even more important for everyone to
follow the guidance so please:
 Wear a face mask if you can – the more colourful the better!
 Turn up at the right time - doors won’t open before this time and will close 5 minutes after child’s due time
so that classes can get on with their learning.
 Use the floor markings to ensure you keep a distance from everyone else
 Be as quick as you can – remember our saying – ‘Hug and Go!’
 Stick to the one way system
 When collecting older children, do not wait for them on the school site, leave the school site and spread
out.
We know these are inconvenient but being ill or having the school close again would be worse so please stick to
them and help us keep everyone safe!
If these new times doesn’t work, we will have to go back to the older, more spread out times but we are really
hoping to get the children in school for as long as possible.
Help us keep the children warm!
In other, Covid-related news, the school needs to continue having its windows open for as long as possible to
ensure maximum ventilation inside the building to avoid germs being spread. We will start shutting some of the
windows when it gets really cold but to help us avoid this for as long as possible, please make sure that your child is
wearing layers of clothing with their uniform. This could be a vest under their polo shirt, a blue fleece over their
jumper; two pairs of socks or extra thick tights. If you are not sure or are struggling to find suitable clothing, let us
know and we will see what we can do to help.

The School’s Building Works
The finishing touches to the site are now taking place and soon we will have a new bike shed and a new path that will
finally link the new school and the playgrounds, we are very excited about this!
We also have some good news about two other projects that are in the planning stages and will be completed this
academic year. The first is a new shelter that will be going in across the entire length of the Early Years playgrounds.
This is something we have been wanting since first moving into the new build and will mean that the children have
more protection from the elements and can use their playgrounds more all year round.
The second is the renovation of the old outside toilet block. Work is due to start on this in December and it will include
ripping out the old toilets and updating these so that the children have clean and up to date facilities to use at break
times. It will unfortunately also mean that there will continue to be some building works at BV for the foreseeable
future but it will all be worth it when it is finished.

Transition Dates you need to know!
Year 6 Children

Pre School

The deadline for Year 6 applications for secondary schools
is the 31st October so make sure you check out the local
secondary schools to make your pick. Castle View have an
open evening tonight!

Our very successful nursery, will now be known as
the Beacon View Pre-School. This is to reinforce
and demonstrate how dedicated the staff are to
educating the children in their care and to
preparing them for school rather than babysitting
them.

Year R Children
The online applications for new Year R children do not
open until 2nd November
The closing date for Year R applications is the 15th January.
More information about how you can visit Beacon View
and see why we are the best choice for Year R will be
coming out soon.

The new Pre School will remain in the same place
and will continue to be run by the same amazing
team under the direction of Mrs Hogan, the Early
Year’s Lead, with the support of Miss Barron, the
Pre School Manager.

Cash Coming into School

Important Dates

We would rather not have cash brought into school. However
if you need to send money into school, until the office reopens,
please follow the process below.
1) Wash your hands.
2) Put the money in an envelope.
3) On the envelope write your child’s name, the reason
for the money e.g. after school club and the amount of
money included.
4) Sign the envelope.
5) Seal the envelope.
6) Ask a member of staff where to put the envelope –
there will be a post box arriving shortly to make this
easier!

Friday 23rd October - Inset Day, the school is closed
for staff training.
Thursday 19th November – Nasal Flu Sprays – every
child in Years R to 6 will be offered the Nasal Flu
Spray to protect them this winter.
More
information and permission forms will be sent out
about this soon.
Individual school photos for the children are due
this term, we will send you the date once this has
been confirmed.

Continuity of Learning
The phrase continuity of learning refers to our commitment to make sure that all children at Beacon View have
access to their curriculum this year, even if they are having to work at home because of illness or lockdown. This
will ensure that they continue to learn and do not fall behind their peers. This is vitally important if your child is
going to have the best life chances as an adult and so we ask for your help to get your children working at home
if they cannot be in school.
To support you with this, we will shortly be sending home ‘fridge guides’ for every child. These little guides (see
the image below) are designed to contain all of the information you need in one handy place and we call them
fridge guides because they can be kept on your fridge for the rest of the year so you always have quick access to
everything you need! An example of a fridge guide:

To support parents’ understanding of how our Continuity of Learning will work, we are running several workshops
for different year groups. Details of these have been shared on our social media pages and can be found here as
well. Please try to sign up to one session. If the dates and times are inconvenient, let us know and we will do what
we can to offer some alternative dates. Dates for pre-school and Year R meetings will follow soon.

Get in touch
Please remember to visit our website, Twitter, Instagram or Facebook pages for more information about the
school.

Please make sure you find the right Beacon View Primary Facebook page by searching for the new beacon view or
going to https://www.facebook.com/thenewbeaconview/
If you have any other suggestions of what we could do to improve things around the school or you need help, please
contact the school on school@beaconviewprimary.co.uk

