Newsletter

13th November 2020

Hello and welcome to the first newsletter of this half term from Beacon View!
We hope everyone had a nice and relaxing half term break -it has been good to see everyone back in school over
the last two weeks. This half term is going to be very busy and so there is lots of information in this newsletter.
Our focus this half term will be on making sure everyone in school remains healthy, as well as supporting the
children to catch up and make progress in their learning. The best place for the children to be is in school and so
we are pleased that the vast majority of our children came back straight after half term and are in school enjoying
their lessons.
As you all know, the country is now in the latest national lockdown until December 2nd. This national lockdown is
slightly different however, as schools are remaining fully open. It is therefore vitally important that the children
attend school every day to support their learning and help their mental wellbeing.
Thank you to all of our families who are now wearing masks, following the one-way system and socially distancing
on school site. These are our expectations and are in place to keep everyone safe. They are no different to what
everyone has to do in shops. Please make sure these are followed. Thank you.
If there is anything else in particular that you want to hear about do please let us know by contacting the school on
school@beaconviewprimary.co.uk or contact us through social media using the details at the bottom.
Very best wishes,
Mr Hartley, Mrs Mitchell and all at Beacon View
Say No to Racism!
New Year R Tours
We had arranged tours of the school for any parents
looking for their children to join the new Year R
classes in September. Unfortunately, because of
the new lockdown, we have had to postpone these.
These were the dates.
Monday 9th November at 10am and 5pm – POSTPONED
Tuesday 17th November at 1pm and 5pm – POSTPONED
Wednesday 16th December at 1pm and 5pm – POSTPONED

These are being rearranged and we will let you
know the dates as soon as they have been finalised.
Deadline for Applications for New Year R Children
The online applications for new Year R children
Closes on the 15th January.

On Friday 16th October, BV supported ‘show racism
the red card’ day. All of the children wore red to
school and families were asked to contribute what
they could to this great cause.
We are pleased to announce that £171.50 was
raised in total and this will now be sent on to the
charity from all the children and families at BV.
Thank you everyone!

Coronavirus News Update

As you know, we are always reviewing our risk assessment and adding to it so that it is up to date with the latest
government guidance. We are now working on version 13. Version 12 has been added to the website and can be
viewed here: https://www.beaconviewprimary.co.uk/
Just before half term we created a new email address for anyone wanting to let the school know about any news
relating to Covid-19 (isolation, outcomes of tests etc). We will continue to use this email address this term so that
you can let us know any information as soon as possible. This will enable us to take appropriate action quickly to
keep everyone safe. Therefore, if you need to email us about anything related to Covid, please do so on:
Covid@beaconviewprimary.co.uk
Please remember to include the full name of any children you have at the school and your contact details within
this email.
Lastly, you may well have noticed more staff wearing visors or masks within the school building. Because rates are
on the increase, we have now asked all staff to wear visors/masks in all communal areas so that there is limited risk
of any infections being passed on.
Thank you for your ongoing support with this.

Access from Cheltenham Road
We appreciate that the Cheltenham Road gate is the most convenient gate for many of our families to use to enter
and exit the school site. It has been an exit for the last couple of weeks but appears to again be being used as an
entrance now. It is really important that we all follow the one way system so that everyone is safe. However we do
want to make life as easy for you as possible and another parent came up with a very sensible solution!
From Monday 13th November, we will be opening the gates on Cheltenham Road (that lead onto the old
playgrounds. Parents will be able to walk through the playground, up the steps and along the wide path that cuts
across the new field to the East stairwell doors. The narrow path that leads along the path by the field will be the
exit only. This will create a new one way system from Cheltenham Road meaning that, from Monday we have two
entrances and two exits onto the school site. Please see the map below. This will hopefully make things easier for
everyone.
Please follow the one way system, wear your mask and keep a 2 metre distance from all other people.

Supporting Children’s wellbeing
National lockdown is a difficult time for adults but it can be even more difficult for the children. They aren’t able to
go outside and socialise with their friends and they can’t see their extended families and celebrate events as they
usually would. This can cause anxiety amongst the children and can affect their mental health. In school, we want
to help the children and ensure that they learn a lot but also enjoy their time in school. Being positive and happy
can have a dramatic impact on their wellbeing.
To help this, we are going to borrow an idea we have seen at another school to help the children celebrate their
birthdays (This was also suggested by a parent). This month we are going to introduce a ‘Monthly Birthday
Celebration.’ This will mean that any children who have their birthdays still get to celebrate these and make the
most out of them. Therefore, on the last Friday of every month we will hold a small birthday party at the end of the
afternoon in each class. The children will be provided with fun games and activities that are Covid safe, a drink and
a small individual cake to help them celebrate. All costs of these will be covered by the school and this will last for
the rest of this year to ensure all the children can celebrate their birthdays. The children will still need to come to
school in their school uniforms.
If your child has already had their birthday during September and October, they will be included in the first
celebration after half term.
We hope that this helps to make all of the children feel special and celebrated around their birthday!

Other Upcoming Events

November
 Monday 16th November - Odd Sock Day! – To launch anti-bullying week next week, we would like the children
to come in wearing odd socks on Monday. The brighter the better!
 Thursday 19th November – Nasal Flu Sprays – every child in Years R to 6 will be offered the Nasal Flu Spray
to protect them this winter. Permission forms have been sent out, please make sure these are returned if
you want your child to receive one.
 Monday 23rd November - Individual school photos – All children will have their photograph taken
individually. Please make sure that all children wear their school uniform in school on this day. They will be
able to change for PE once in school on this one day.
December







Friday 4th December - Christmas Elf Day - Children can come to school dressed as a Christmas Elf. This is to
support the Alzheimer’s Society. There will buckets out the front of the school in the morning to collect any
donations. These are not required but any amount, however small, is appreciated.
Friday 11th December - Christmas Jumper Day – Children come to school wearing a Christmas jumper. This
is to support Save the Children. There will buckets out the front of the school in the morning to collect any
donations. These are not required but any amount, however small, is appreciated.
Friday 18th December – Christmas party day
Each class will be releasing a short Christmas video at some point in December to help celebrate Christmas
and let you see some of the activities taking place. More details about this will follow soon.

Parents’ Evening
Parents’ evenings this term and for the near future will be run differently. They will be online because of
restrictions on people meeting and so we will be using Microsoft Teams for ours. This has huge benefits as it
means, not only is everyone safer but, you can have a personal appointment with your child’s class teacher from
the comfort of your own home!
Parents’ evenings took place this week, as detailed on Facebook and in the letter sent out last week. If you missed
this, please do contact us and we will make an appointment for you to speak to your child’s class teacher as soon as
possible.

And finally, thank you to all of our families who showed support for Children in Need today by allowing their
children to come to school wearing something spotty or their PJs and for donating what they can. We will let you
know how much has been raised as soon as it has been counted!
Here are some photos from today for you to see:

Get in touch
Please remember to visit our website, Twitter, Instagram or Facebook pages for more information about the
school.

Please make sure you find the right Beacon View Primary Facebook page by searching for the new beacon view or
going to https://www.facebook.com/thenewbeaconview/
If you have any other suggestions of what we could do to improve things around the school or you need help, please
contact the school on school@beaconviewprimary.co.uk

