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18th December 2020

Hello and welcome to the final BV newsletter for 2020.
What a busy start to the academic year this term has been! It has been wonderful having the children back and
feeling more like a normal school. Even activities such as live lessons and assemblies through teams have now
become part of school life and everyone has adapted well to these.
Everyone in school has worked hard to make sure that the children are safe and are receiving the best education
they can and so we would like to thank all of the staff for everything they do here, they are fab!
Thank you also to all of our parents who have been a great support this term, who have worn masks and followed
the Covid-19 rules on site, who have been encouraging and supportive to the school and its staff and for making
suggestions on how we can improve things further. Only by working together are we going to make Beacon View
into the best school it can be.
We would like to wish every one of our families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Very best wishes,
Mr Hartley and Mrs Mitchell
Brexit

Who knew that Brexit would just creep up on
us? So, just a reminder that many EU citizens
living in Portsmouth still need to apply to the
EU Settlement Scheme to retain their right to
live and work in the UK after 1 July 2021.
If this affects you and you need help filling in
any of the forms, please let us know in
January.
Here is also a link to a useful new charity
called Settled, which provides free advice
and support about settled status applications
for EU nationals: https://settled.org.uk/en/
The website information is available in the
languages of the EU.

Staffing Changes
Whilst lots of us will be excited to see the back of
2020, we won’t be happy to say good bye to these
staff members who are leaving us for pastures new:
Kate Laverick, from Astute Class
Gemma Gwilliam, from Talent Class
We wish them all the best for their next chapters and
thank them for all of their hard work at the school!
In January, we will be welcoming some new members
of staff to the team:
Cariosa Doherty will be the new teacher in Talent class
(Year 4)
Sophie Webb will be joining the Year 6 team,
delivering interventions and providing cover
Gary Clark will be the new premises manager
We would like to wish them all a very warm welcome!

Get in touch
Please remember to visit our website, Twitter, Instagram or Facebook pages for more information about the school.

Please make sure you find the right Beacon View Primary Facebook page by searching for the new beacon view or going to
https://www.facebook.com/thenewbeaconview/
If you have any other suggestions of what we could do to improve things around the school or you need help, please contact the
school on school@beaconviewprimary.co.uk

Coronavirus and the Christmas Holidays

Contact tracing during the Christmas holidays
As you will be aware, schools across the country have been playing a key role in the government’s Test and
Trace programme helping to identify any close contacts of individuals within their school communities who
have tested positive for Covid-19. Given that people with Covid can be infectious for several days before
they start showing symptoms, we will need to continue carrying out this role into the holidays.
This is what to do should your child test positive for coronavirus over the Christmas holidays.


From the end of the school day on 18th December until 10.00am on 24th December

Parents/carers should contact us by email on this address: covid@beaconviewprimary.co.uk
In your email, please include your name, your child's name, the date when your child became
symptomatic, their class, a contact number and the times when we can call you.
We will check the email address every day at 10am. When we call you, we will ask you some questions
before contacting the Department for Education who will advise us about who will need to isolate and for
how long.
Should other children in the school need to isolate, we will send out a text. Therefore, it is very important
for us to have your current mobile phone number. There is no need for you to contact us unless your child
has received a positive test result.
Covid-19 and January
As you will know, Portsmouth has been moved into Tier 3 from tomorrow, meaning tighter rules to protect everyone
from the rising case numbers. The school will reopen to all staff and pupils on Monday 4th January as normal but we
will be tightening our Covid rules to keep everyone safe and will be asking all adults (who are not exempt) to wear
masks on school site. We will contact you during the holidays to update you if anything changes.

